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Native Americans harvested this
rich estuary, camping on Casco Bay
islands to hunt, fish, and dig clams.

Some fish begin their lives in freshwater
streams but spend much of their lives at
sea. Alewives, sturgeon, salmon, and
stripers returned upstream to spawn until
hydro dams blocked their passage
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helped them survive this dynamic coastal . an extremely productive natural habitat. affecting the Bay and its native residents.

system. They hunted, fished, and gathered The Estuary’s ten foot tides swept salt water upstream Dams blocked fish runs. Disease, war, and politics
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Indigenous peoples' intimate Lot _“*““‘” s Native peoples depended on Casco Bay Estuary, By the 1730s, Europeans had begun drastically
Prehistoric spear and harpoon points, fish bones, s s L

and shell heaps found on Casco Bay islands |

help trace ancient peoples’ late winter, 4000-5000 /M
: . . year old point /148

spring, and summer camps. While evidence .~

of ancestral Wabanaki (People of the Dawn
Lands) dates back 2000 years, other

Using weirs, nets,
and spears, Indians .
harvested fishruns
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[At right] 1000 year-old
carved walrus tooth found
in Casco Bay midden

CASCO. What's in a name? |, 1614, explorer Captain John Smith described SOZTE

“the Country of Aucocisco, in the bottome of a large deepe bay, full of many great lles." PORTESME)

Aucocisco (uh-kos-is-co), captures the sound of this Mi'kmaq word in English. It means Once plentiful, COD grew

big enough to eat mature
lobsters
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| Native peoples
“head of bay, mud." 1s Casco a clipped form of Aucocisco's last syllable? S " hunted the
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