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Maine’s Water Quality

Clean Water Act Goals
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Maine’s Water Quality

Water Quality Standards

Non Attaining/ImpairedAttaining Standards



Nonpoint Source (NPS) Pollution
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road salt bacteria

nutrients sediment



NPS Priority Watersheds
https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/watershed/nps_priority_list/index.html
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https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/watershed/nps_priority_list/NPS%20Priority%20List%20-%20Lakes.pdf
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Watershed Planning Grants

Watershed Implementation 
Grants
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Watershed Planning Grants

Purpose

• Develop a plan to guide 
restoration and protection.

• Plan required to apply for 
implementation grants.

• EPA funding through CWA 
Section 604b.
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Watershed Planning Grants

Common Elements

• Water Quality Monitoring

• Watershed/Stream Surveys

• Stakeholder Engagement

• Plan Writing

• Must Consider Climate 
Impacts
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Watershed Planning Grants

• Eligible Applicants

Public planning agencies (towns, SWCDs, RPCs)

Not 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations

• Funding and Match

$50,000 available 

Typically 1-3 grants ranging from $10,000-$50,000

25% match requirement 
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Watershed Planning Grants

RFA Release March

Proposals Due April

Award Decision Early June

Project Start Up October 

Duration Two years

• Annual Timeline
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Watershed Implementation Grants

Purpose

• Implement activities 
called for in watershed 
plan.

• Can be carried out in 
multiple phases.
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Watershed Implementation Grants

Common Elements

• BMP Construction & Design

• Technical Assistance

• Ordinance Development

• Outreach

• Project Management



Watershed Implementation Grants
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• Eligible Applicants

Public organizations (towns, counties, SWCDs)

Incorporated nonprofits with 501c3 status

• Funding and Match

$900,000 available 

Typically 8-10 grants ranging from $50k -$120k

40% match requirement 
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Watershed Implementation Grants

RFA Release April

Proposals Due May

Award Decision July

Project Start Up January

Duration Two years

• Annual Timeline
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Developing a Successful Proposal

• Scoring Criteria
Applicant Qualifications
Value of the Waterbody 
Water Quality Problem 
Extent of NPS Problems
Feasibility for Success 
Cost Effectiveness 

• Resources

NPS Grants Webpage
NPS Program Annual Reports
DEP Staff

https://www.maine.gov/dep/water/grants/319.html
https://www.maine.gov/dep/water/grants/319-documents/reports/


DEP Contact Information

Wendy Garland, NPS Program Coordinator
(207) 615-2451 wendy.garland@maine.gov

Kathy Hoppe, Presque Isle
(207) 530-3134, kathy.m.hoppe@maine.gov

Greg Beane, Bangor
(207) 299-4703, greg.e.beane@maine.gov

Kristin Feindel, Augusta
(207) 215-3461, kristin.b.feindel@maine.gov

Addie Halligan, Portland
(207) 441-9057, addie.halligan@maine.gov

Amanda Pratt, Portland
(207) 699-9279, amanda.pratt@maine.gov
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