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Lake Stewards of Maine (LSM) Mission

is to protect Maine lakes and 
to promote lake stewardship 
through widespread citizen 
participation in the gathering 
and dissemination of credible 
scientific information 
pertaining to lake health.



The oldest, and one of the 
largest state-wide citizen lake 
monitoring programs  in the 
U.S.

Training and technical support 
for thousands of volunteer 
citizen scientists statewide

539 lakes are actively 
monitored by over 1,200 
certified monitors

LSM General Info

Collect water quality 
data on ~85% of all 
Maine lake acreage



Held over 60 WQ training 
sessions

Over 70 new volunteers 
trained; over 350 volunteers 
recertified

Approximately 3,000 WQ 
sampling events took place

Performed monitoring 
activities during alum 
application for Long Pond in 
Parsonfield

LSM Water Quality (WQ) Monitoring 2022



Warm, dry summer

Average temp for all sampling 
in surface water 21.27°C. Bias 
with condition, location, and 
time periods.

Generalized increase in WQ 
transparency during the 
summer months, with 
significant negative rebound in 
autumn

LSM Water Quality (WQ) Monitoring 2022



Several (relatively) new 
cyanoblooms in the state:
Brewer Lake, Orington;
Clary Lake, Jefferson;
Damariscotta Lake, Lincoln Co;
Hobbs pond, Norway; and,
Indian Lake, Whiting.

LSM Water Quality (WQ) Monitoring 2022



Over 40 WQ training sessions 
planed (map to right)

Cyanobacteria monitoring 
testing strips as response 
measure

Pilot study with Maine Lakes 
and Maine DEP for Freshwater 
Healthy Beaches Program

Looking Ahead: WQ Monitoring 2023



508 AIS surveys were 
conducted by LSM volunteers 
in 2022

17 in-person workshops in 14 of 
Maine's counties. 180+ 
volunteers participated.

LSM organized volunteers 
(over 150)  to assist in surveys 
on 2 infestations (Alamoosook, 
Hancock; Big, Washington).

LSM Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 2022



New AIS Program Director, 
Brett Willard. Christine 
Guerette, Program Manager

Virtual & in-person workshops 
will be held across the state, 
June through September

New certification system with 
tiers so that every volunteer 
can be certified at a level they 
are comfortable with.

Looking Ahead: LSM AIS 2023



Continue plant identification 
services and DNA testing

Continue support to  infested 
lake communities

Northern Maine Initiative: LSM 
volunteers will survey lakes in 
Aroostook County and LSM 
staff is working with local 
organizations to  build AIS 
capacity in Northern Maine. 
Scheduled for late August.

Looking Ahead: LSM AIS 2023



LSM Field Guide



Pageviews (2023): ~900,000

New developments for the 
site in the next year include: 
data queries, interactive 
maps, & navigation 
(wayfinding, UI/UX) 
improvements

Notices and advisories

LakesOfMaine.org Data Repository



Questions?
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