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Coastal Water Quality Monitoring

• Area of focus: Coastal, saltwater 
beaches; intersection of freshwater 
and marine environments

• Participants: municipalities, state 
parks, volunteers

• Partners: state and federal agencies, 
universities, conservation districts, 
consultants, conservation 
commissions, etc.



MHB Purpose
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Implement a coastal, marine beach monitoring and 

public notification program.

Monitoring

Assessment

Public Notification



Monitoring
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Towns/Parks: 30

Beaches: 67

Scale: Statewide

Counties (7): York, 

Cumberland, Sagadahoc, 

Lincoln, Knox, Waldo, 

Hancock



Casco Bay
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South Portland – 1 

Willard Beach

Portland – 1 

East End Beach

Cumberland – 1 

Broad Cove Reserve

Falmouth – 2 

Town Landing North & 

Town Landing South

Harpswell – 3

Mitchell Field, Stover’s 

Point Preserve, Mackerel 

Cove



Assessment
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Maine’s Single Sample Safety Threshold 
for Enterococci = 104 MPN/100ML

Assessment – Program Wide
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Overall Program Exceedance Rate 
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Assessment – Casco Bay
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Maine’s Integrated Report 

• Impaired beaches prioritized

Environmental Justice

• Future considerations

• Monitoring & assessment for 

beaches serving disadvantaged 

communities

Local Interest or Existing 

Project 

• Need local support

Prioritization of 

Resources



Notification



Public Notification
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https://www.maine.gov/dep/water/beaches/index.html

Public Notification

https://www.maine.gov/dep/water/beaches/index.html


www.mainehealthybeaches.org

New Program Database & 
Public Interface

http://www.mainehealthybeaches.org/


2022 Final Report to EPA
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http://www.mainehealthybeaches.org/


Contact:

www.maine.gov/dep

Meagan Sims

meagan.sims@maine.gov

207-530-2518

mailto:meagan.sims@maine.gov

