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La ke  Ste wa rd s  of Ma ine  (LSM) Miss ion

is to p rote ct Maine  lake s and  
to p rom ote  lake  ste wardship  
through wide spre ad  citize n 
partic ipation in the  gathe ring  
and  d isse m ination of cre d ib le  
scie ntific  inform ation 
pe rta ining  to lake  he alth.



The  olde st, and  one  of the  
large st sta te -wide  c itize n lake  
m onitoring  program s  in the  
U.S.

Training  and  te chnical support 
for thousands of volunte e r 
c itize n scie ntists sta te wide

546 lake s are  active ly 
m onitore d  by ove r 1,200  
ce rtifie d  m onitors

LSM Ge ne ra l Info

Collect water quality 
data on ~85% of all 
Maine lake acreage



He ld  54 WQ training  se ssions

Ove r 55 ne w volunte e rs 
tra ine d ; ove r 250  volunte e rs 
re ce rtifie d

Ove r 2,000  unique  WQ 
sam pling  e ve nts took p lace  
and  LSM staff re vie we d  ove r 
1,500  volunte e r datashe e ts

No alum  applications we re  
pe rform e d  in 2023, but Togus 
this ye ar

LSM Wa te r Qua lity (WQ) Monitoring  2023



We t e arly se ason, “gre y 
sum m e r ove rall”

Ave rage  te m p for surface  
wate r: 21.22°C (stde v 5.15). As 
com pare d  to 21.27°C in 2023.
Bias with condition, location, 
and  tim e  pe riods, but this still 
illustra te s fa irly little  d iffe re nce  
in wate r te m pe rature  ve rsus 
“warm e r, sunnie r” sum m e rs.
Lake s ‘inte grate ’ he at.

LSM Wa te r Qua lity (WQ) Monitoring  2023



Fe w (re la tive ly) cyanobloom s 
in the  sta te . Notab ly for Casco 
Bay Wate rshe d : Watchic .
State wide  highe r d issolve d  
organic  carbon /  tannin le ve ls.
Ve ry high wate r le ve ls and , 
sad ly, lots of e rosion.

LSM Wa te r Qua lity (WQ) Monitoring  2023
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LSM Wa te r Qua lity (WQ) Monitoring  2023

Casco Bay Watershed (HUC 010600)

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1pDWX2q5e2XiJ3oc7ToiisoBq6gOlcBSB/view
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35 WQ training  se ssions 
p lanne d  (m ap  to right)

15 of the  16 countie s have  
tra inings offe re d  in the m .

MOHF study for Fre shwate r 
He althy Be ache s Program  will 
wrap  up  re port.
Environm e ntal Justice  Lake  
Score  list de ve lope d .
Shout-out to Portla nd Wa ter District for 
some ba cteria l collection method 
compa rison.

Looking  Ahe a d : WQ Monitoring  2024



Additional AIS spe cie s 
de signate d  by le g isla ture . 
Inform ation (& vide o) on LSM 
we bsite .
Utricula ria  infla ta  was found  in 
2022 and  2023.

Ne w AIS Surve y123 fie ld  form , 
quick ke ys, and  poste r.

Continuing  work in Northe rn 
Maine  and  on a  tie re d  
ce rtification syste m  for AIS 
volunte e rs

Looking  Ahe a d : LSM AIS 2024



AIS LSM Fie ld  Guid e



Page vie ws (2023): ~1,100 ,000

Ne w de ve lopm e nts for the  
site  in the  ne xt ye ar include : 
inte ractive  m aps, & navigation 
(wayfind ing , UI/ UX) 
im prove m e nts

Notice s and  advisorie s

Score Card  launch this ye ar

La ke sOfMa ine .org  Da ta  Re p os itory



Que s t ions?
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